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Crown Farm
developers give

$48K to council

u Activists say money taints
annexation request and say
five lawmakers should not vate

By Magcis Hysuor
AND JAIME CIAVARRA
STAFFWELTERS

Aris Mardirossian, the developer
of Crown. Farm, &nd associates have
given $48,000 o County Councl
members i the past four years, citi-
zen watchdog groups say. tainting
his -request to allow the city of
Gaithersburg to annex the property.

Thefive council
members receiving
the largest dona-
tions should not
vote on the annexe-

the g

Allowing  the
annexation wold
permit  denser
development on
the 183-acre tract
than under counry zoning rules,

The five council members are
George L. Leventhal (D-At large) of
Takoma Park, Steven A. Sifverman
(DAt large) of Silver ‘a‘pm('l‘g. Mancy
M. Floreen (D-A large) of G
Park, Michael L. Subin (D-At large) of
Gaithersburg and Michael J. Knapp
{D-Dist. 2} of Germantowr.

Neighbors for & Betier Mont-
gomery (NeighborsPAC) says it come
pliled data from the Marvland Stare
Board of Elections shiwing the. comntri.
buttions from Mardirossian, his family
members. husinesses and partners m
the propesed development.

“Twe been doing this four years
and U've never seen anything Hie this
level of giving” sald Drew Powell,
HelghborsPACY executive director

With the Montgomery County
Civic Fv“dasm:;‘mnl E.um(mn&l;c
Maryland, Nej calling for
council members whe received more
than $4,00¢ — the mzrimum that an
individual or organization may con-
ribue to 2 campaign account during
an election cycle — not o vote on the

anmexation request.
“Is on our agenda next week,”
Leventhal said, *T don’t the

majority of the council to decide to
recuse themselves.”

Leventhal, whom the Neigh-
harsPAC report Fists as having received

$!4,500fmm(m[wmdﬁehpm
and their families or

peopie who make responsible dect-
sions,” she said. “They want to twist
reality and perception to their workd
view, and s most unforunate. 1
there's an issue here I'd like to hear it
MeighborsPAC contends that Ars
Lebling Devel
11, Farm Development Co-op and
pJumbmghcumla:Ln'r Benjamin I
exceeded dhe $10,000 per
cycle limit with thefr contributions to
county and swmte candidates and
paolitcal action committess.
Mandimssian denied doing any-
l‘hmg wiang, and said his accountant
ngfum that everything he has
dum s “correct " He sad NedghborsPAC

was misinterpreting the reconds,

“They age wying o silence our
political right to support our political
candidates,” he said.

His family's decades of political
activism predate lts Crown Farm

" venture,

He said the family has also con-
tribured fo candidates from New Jer-
m}:wh%an and the Eastern Shone

they have no business interests.

Mardinessian said some done-
tiens that MeighborsPAC stiribuies
tor him personally were from a com-
pany that bears his name,

He also said he and his wife share
the same checking account and have
not exceeded the 510,000 individual
contribution Himit.

Contributions  from  his  son,
drughter and father also do net exceed
Timnits, and many of the businesses ae
wmed together by 300 Mardirossian
family members he said.

NeighborsPAC  lists  Lebling
Development & exceeding the con-
tribution fimit by 54,000

“1duat think that's accunate,” own-
e Steven L. Lebling said, *1 think thisis
an effor to intimidats develupers and [
war't be intimidated. I'm going to keep
doing what ['ve been doing for two
decades and that's contributing to can-
didates and causes that [believe in.”

Annexation o Galthershurg would
allow a zoning change that would let
Crowm Farm developers build 2,250
Tomies and 320,000 square feet of com-
mercial space in an area where 2,280
homes {which includes affordable
umits} arsd 50,000 square feet of space
are pmjeceedmﬂ:ewwity plans.

‘While the change in the number of
homes would be minor, housing
activists are concerned that few if any
of those would e moderately priced.
County law stipudates that 12,5 percent
10 15 percent of units in large develop-
mens be modpl.‘tlﬂ‘elr Iprk:ed. h‘lgl

he supports public ﬁnaa\cmsimpoilt—
jcal campaigns to gvoid the appear-
ance of contlicts of interest.

“1dont see how 1 recuse myself
on Crowmn Farm,” Leventhal sald. “Td
Thave to recuse myself on every single
issue as a mattey of principle.”

Floreen reportedly  received
W,SDG from Ciown Farm mtemn

[ thimds the

cyis “ad hoc at hest,” said Thomas H,

Cowldey of Action in Montgomesy.
medwﬂugm the farm off
Jebs Road Sor 147 million in S

ber. It Is one of the last major tracts in

rapidly growing central Montgomery.
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Home and Centex.

Wmmﬁmlmmm (o

going w do all they can w dismdat_

repart.

an



